
Welcome 

A warm welcome back after the Christmas break.  

We hope that you have all had a really good rest. We 

also hope that the children are now ready for lots of 

exciting learning. We shall continue to be covering the 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum. This 

term our theme is ‘Learning through Stories”.  This is 

made up of mini-topics which you can find on our 

medium term plans on the school website. Throughout 

the year, we supplement our planning with the children’s 

own interests. Here is an outline of some of the areas 

we will be covering: 

Prime Areas 

Personal, Social and Emotional development: 

Looking at good choices through characters in 

stories. 

 The Rainbow Fish –seeing the importance of 

beauty within/sharing 

 The Bear and the Scary Night- stranger danger/ 

looking after belongings 

 The Tiger Who Came to tea- good manners 

 The Three Billy Goats- taking risks/ being aware 

of feelings 

 Communication and Language:  

Talking tin- This term, all children will have the 

chance to take the tin home. They need to return it 

with a small object hidden inside ready to describe 

it to the class. Please practise at home so that your 

child speaks confidently.  The class ask questions to 

guess what’s inside.  

Physical development: 

PE- jumping, balancing, climbing and using small 

apparatus (bear movements and under the sea) 

 Following safety instructions with regard to 

apparatus and the climbing frame. Learning how 

to use the woodwork table safely 

 Fine-motor skills- cutting paper chips, making 

sandwiches, whisking scrambled egg 

Specific Areas 

Literacy: Here are some of the books which we will be 

covering: The fish who could wish, The Rainbow Fish, 

Commotion in the Ocean, Think of an Eel, Where’s my 

Teddy, Whatever Next , The Bear and the Scary Night, 

Can’t you Sleep Little Bear, Chinese New Year story, 

The Tiger Skin Rug, The Tiger Who Came to Tea. The 3 

Billy Goats,The Elves and the Shoemaker  

Writing- We are working on writing simple sentences by 

segmenting (breaking sounds up in words). Please 

support your child at home by working on finger spacing 

between words. 

Mathematics:  Continuing the in- depth understanding 

of the values of numbers 1-10  



 Introducing teen numbers – breaking numbers up 

and understanding their value. (Tens and ones) 

 Matching up patterns on fish 

 2D and 3D shapes 

 Bears- sizing, sorting, weighing 

 Chinese New Year – ordinal numbers 

Tiger stripes- number problems/ counting 

 Pancakes- halves and quarters 

 Goats- heavy/light 

 Elves and Shoemaker- Handling money and 

counting in twos 

Understanding the world 

 Fish stories- examining and handling real fish- 

observing scales and bones 

 Bear and the Scary Night- light and 

dark/fear/nocturnal animals/people who work at 

night 

 Chinese New Year- cooking noodles and 

discussing changes 

 Tiger Skin Rug- Indian traditional buildings and 

clothing/animal prints and patterns 

 Tiger who Came to Tea- past and present- 

comparing changes in lifestyles 

 3 Billy Goats – floating and sinking 

Expressive arts and design:  

 Using music to tell stories 

 Observational drawings of fish 

 Commotion in the Ocean- rhythm and movement 

 Can’t You Sleep Little Bear-  environmental 

sounds 

 Bears-observational drawings  

 Chinese New Year – Dragon Dance 

 Tiger Skin Rug- paper palaces 

 Stripes- artwork and investigation 

 Billy Goats- acting out story/troll songs/sound 

effects 

 Elves and Shoemaker- design elf outfit 

Phonics 

We have covered Phase 2 which broadly covers initial 

letter sounds of the alphabet. We have started to 

introduce letter names as well using alphabet songs. At 

home, please work on linking letter names to the 

correct sounds. (For support, look at Jolly Phonics 

online.) We are now introducing digraphs (two letters 

making one sound), which can often be a challenge for 

children. We cover the following: 

Sh ch th ng ee oo ai ue er ur or ar oi ow  

We also teach them the following trigraphs  

(three letters making one sound) 

igh ure ear air 

Please continue to write in your child’s reading record 

when you share a book together at home. 



General 

If you have any concerns please come and speak to us-

we tend to have more time at the end of the day. 

Your help is very much appreciated in the Foundation 

Stage. If you plan to come in and help, please complete 

a DBS form which can be collected from the school 

office. 

Thank you for your weekly 50p contribution which helps 

towards our consumables and cooking. We make good 

use of unwanted items so if you have any kitchen roll 

tubes, pieces of soft untreated wood, corks, small 

boxes, washed yoghurt pots etc. 

Dates 

 Friday 18th January 9.00 am - come and join us 

for Rhyme Time 

 25th January- Bring your teddy bear (please no 

other soft toys) to school for a week-long 

sleepover 

 Monday 4th February 9.00am - come and join us 

for Rhyme Time 

  Week beginning 4th February- E-Safety      

(including parent session) 

 Friday 15th February 3pm -Term ends 

 Monday 25th February- Term 4 starts 

 Friday 15th March -Cinema evening after school 

 Friday 5th April 1.30pm -Term ends 
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