
Summer Term Duckling plans (Nursery) 

 Prime Areas Specific Areas 

Week Theme Personal, Social and Emotional  Communication and  
Language  

Physical 
 

Literacy 
 

Mathematics 
 

Understanding the world 
 

Expressive arts and design 
 

1 
19/4 

 

Spiders 
 

Planting beans 

Discuss what makes us scared. 
What is it that makes some 

people scared of spider?  
Talk about their feelings using 
words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ 
or ‘worried’.  

 

Nursery rhymes- Incey 
wincey 

Little miss muffet 
Know many rhymes 

Vocab:Spin, web, 
weave,abdomen spinnaret 

Use a wider range of 
vocabulary 

Wrapping wool round boxes to 
make a web 

Threading through holes in a 
plate Use one-handed tools and 

equipment 

S spider 
Granny spider poem 

  Print can have different 
purposes 

 
 

“ Lots” of legs 
4 legs either side 

Looking at web patterns 
Spot spider with a missing leg 

( looking at groups of 4) 
 Notice and correct an error in 
a repeating pattern.  
 Incey drainpipe  dice game. • 
Fast recognition of up to 3 
objects, without having to 
count them individually 

Learn about spiders-
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesi
ze/clips/zg7w2hv 
• Begin to understand the 
need to respect and care for 
the natural environment and 
all living things. 

Plant beans  
Plant seeds and care for 

growing plants. 
 

Making spiders to hang in web 
Playdough with pipe cleaner legs 
Have a range of materials out for 
children to make their own spider 
Develop their own ideas and then 
decide which materials to use to 
express them.  
Spider songs 
Buried treasure song- creepy things. 
Remember and sing entire songs. 
 

2 
26/4 

Snails and slugs 
and angry ants 

 
Apples-

investigation 

Begin to understand how others 
might be feeling.  

 Story of snail and slug wishing 
they were the other animal.  

Compare 2 apple songs and 
say which is best 
Be able to express a point of 
view and to debate when 
they disagree with an adult 
or a friend, using words as 
well as actions. 

Dough snails  
Sliding crawling, hiding game  

Match their developing physical 
skills to tasks and activities in 

the setting.  
Tweezers collecting “angry 

ants” 
 

A apple ant 
The trail poem- guess the 

minibeast 
 
 

Non fiction- information 
books about snails and slugs 

and ants 
 
  

Spiral patterns  Talk about 
and identifies the patterns 
around them 
 
Angry ants counting 
collections and measuring 
longer/shorter 

Discuss how slugs and snails 
eat young plants 

 
Observe seeds inside apples 
apple tree- blossom to fruit.  
Seeds-Explore collections of 
materials with similar and/or 
different properties. 

Ant expt- sugary water 

Look at Matisse The Snail 

Make a snail outside with stones 

Sing/ read Dr zeuss apple song. Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O
B-5s02AsUU  
Compare it with the song Way up high 
in the apple tree . Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2
2lN5EUfW9Y 

3 
3/5 (bank 
holiday) 

worms Wonderful working worms- all 
working together to make the 
world a better place. How do we 
work together to be part of a 
team? 
Develop their sense of 
responsibility and membership of 
a community 

Make up a superworm 
adventure.Know many 
rhymes, be able to talk 
about familiar books,  

Sliding movements. 
Cutting worms Digging for 

worms 
Choose the right resources to 

carry out their own plan. 

O  
Superworm 

 Rhyming words 
spot and suggest rhymes 

 

phonics recap satp 

blend/segment  worms called 
sat tap tat, pap 

Cutting paper and wool 
worms- Long/short/same:  

Make comparisons between 
objects relating to size, 

length, 
 

Worm sorting 

Compost- observe different 
stages 

Explore how things work. 
look at worms from wormery 

in soil 
https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=l-zc_1vjLnI 
 

Music- listen to tempo and travel like a 
fast or slow worm accordingly  Listen 
with increased attention to sounds 
There’s a worm at the bottom of my 
garden..  
 
Wriggly worm samba 

4 
10/5 

Insects 
Butterflies and 

moths 

Look after caterpillars- not to 
touch, shake etc   

Increasingly follow rules, 
understanding why they are 

important. 

 Retell Hungry Caterpillar 
Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can remember 
much of what happens.  
 
Be able to tell a long story. 

 

Actions to caterpillar songs 
Are increasingly able to use and 
remember sequences and 
patterns of movements which 
are related to music and 
rhythm.  
Healthy fruit caterpillar snack-
cut grapes 

  

 M moth 
The Hungry Caterpillar 

 
Non-fiction book on moths 

10 wriggly wiggly caterpillars 

 Sequence caterpillar’s life 
Begin to describe a sequence 

of events, real or fictional, 
using words such as ‘first’, 

‘then...’ 

Lifecycle Understand the key 
features of the life cycle of a 
an animal 

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=G3VMl-EY2DM  

caterpillars from shotover -silk 
collections with holes Explore 
collections  

 
Caterpillar songs 
Butterfly paintings caterpillars out of 
found objects 
 

5 
17/5 

Insects 
Bees 

and ladybirds 
 

Make a bee using chosen 
material  Select and use activities 

and resources, with help when 
needed. 

Record songs for tapestry 
Sing a large repertoire of 
songs. 

Spreading honey on toast 
Minibeast wing dance. Use 
large-muscle movements to 

wave flags and streamers, paint 
and make marks. 

I  insect 
Rhyme words with bee to 

make nonsense poem 
recognise words with the 

same initial sound 
 

Counting spots and stripes  
Talk about and identifies the 
patterns around them. 
Hexagon hives- putting 
shapes together.- count-5 

Kitchen towel expt- give bee 
their stripes and ladybird their 
spots 
Bumble bee pastires 
discussing roots and shoots 
on our beans 

 stripy patterns spotty patterns 

Materials for bees- corks, tubes, 

Flight of the bumblebee dance 

6 
24/5 

Insects beetles 
Dragonflies & 

damselflies 

Bad tempered ladybird 
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=CFMaEVfntnM Develop 
appropriate ways of being 
assertive. 

Recall ladybird’s story 
Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can remember 
much of what happens.  

 
 

Work on pen grip- comfortable 
grip with good control when 
holding pens and pencils.  

 

N nest 
In the nest phonics game with 
sounds so far Write some 
letters accurately. 

• Shapes for dragonfly wing  

• on white boards.  

• Handle dead insects- comparing  

weight 

Life cycle  
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=ws_D5nXOAJg 
Wasps nest observations  
Leaves-Explore collections of 
materials with similar and/or 
different properties. 

Wing study Draw with increasing 
complexity and detail, 
 
 

 
Term 6  What a wonderful world  (DURING BREAK RECORDINGS ON TAPESTRY FOR PET WEEK) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-zc_1vjLnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-zc_1vjLnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3VMl-EY2DM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3VMl-EY2DM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ws_D5nXOAJg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ws_D5nXOAJg


Week Theme Personal, Social and Emotional  Communication and  
Language 

Physical 
 

Literacy 
 

Mathematics 
 

Understanding the world 
 

Expressive arts and design 
 

1 
7/6 

Pets 
 
 

Dandelions 

Confidence to share info about 
pet using pictures from tapestry. 
 
Confidence to handle stick insect 
class pet 
Become more outgoing with 
unfamiliar people, in the safe 
context of their setting.  

 

Discuss what they know 
about their  pet 

Develop communication 

Match words to names of 
pets- grid 

Guess the pet game 

Use a wider range of 
vocabulary.  
 

Practice pattern from Pete cat 
book illustration 
 
Make obstacle course for crufts 
show  

D dog dandelion daisy 
 

Clapping syllables for pets 
count or clap syllables in a 

word 
Great Pet Sale 

 
Hairy McClary- predict ending 

Pete the Cat and his 4 groovy 
buttons  

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=dkQ4d_fff3Ehbbbbb  

Comparing pets in class 
• Compare quantities  

Pet chart- add numbers 
Experiment with their own 
symbols and marks as well as 
numerals. Dog bones- 
long/shortMake comparisons 
relating to length 

Daisy/dandelion observations 
 

How we care for our pets 
• Begin to understand the 
need to respect and care for 
the natural environment and 
all living things 
 
Flatbread of our pets Talk 
about the differences 
between materials and 
changes they notice. 

Observational painting  of daisies and 
dandelions. 

I  have a pet song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p

WepfJ-8XU0  
 

Pet shop play 
Come to the pet shop song 

2 
14/6 

Farm 
 

Cows  
Horses donkeys 

Looking after things which are 
precious – old key collection 
Develop their sense of 
responsibility  
 

Expand vocabulary eg bull, 
udders, horns, calves 

Wonkey donkey  

Know many rhymes, 
cow/horse make: 

Understand a question or 
instruction that has two 

parts 

Cow or donkey tortilla snack 
 
Horse  jump challenge 
Start taking part in some group 
activities which they make up 
for themselves, or in teams. 

c /k cow calf 
squash and a squeeze rhyme 

and rhthym 
 

Old key stories 
Engage in extended 

conversations about stories 

Cones and cylinders Talk 
about and explore 2D and 3D 
shapes  
Time- linked to cow chewing 
 Cow bingo with number 
tickets 
Pin tail on donkey numicon 
farm- food in the holes 

Lifecycles-dandelion clock 
Discussing where milk comes 

from 
Grass 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=V64iUpLrE04 Explore 

how things work. 

Choose to make cow cone hat or 
horse cylinder head 

Join different materials  
 

3 
21/6 

Farm 
 

Sheep 
goats 

 
 

Is it ok to shear sheep?  
Be able to express a point of view 

and to debate when they 
disagree with an adult or a friend, 

using words as well as actions. 

 
Duck songs /Old mc Donald 

Sing a large repertoire of 
songs. 

 
Questions based on non 

fiction sheep book 
Understand ‘why’ questions 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=RNK6Bf0xwF0  
goat climbing group challenge  
Match their developing physical 
skills to tasks and activities in 
the setting. For example, they 
decide whether to crawl, walk 
or run across a plank, 
depending on its length and 
width. 

G goats 
Farmyard hullabaloo  

Down by the cool of the pool- 
rhyming pairs spot and 

suggest rhymes 
 

Writing labels kid 

Capacity-  goats’ milk clip- 
capacity 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=evsU098mhm8 Make 
comparisons between objects 

relating to capacity 
Numicon farm-match animals 

to numicon 
 

Cloud – observations 
 

where wool comes from 
https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=nUncED5DDOE 
Explore how things work. 
Picnic farm- where food 

comes from 

Sheep biscuits 
 
Cloud photos turned into sheep- add 
cottom wool 
and explore different textures. 
 
Patterns of fields based on picnic farm 

4 
28/6 

Ducks and other 
birds 

 

Farmer duck- how does the duck 
feel?Begin to understand how 

others might be feeling. 

Vocab- beaks, wings, 
webbed feet, claws  

 
Know many rhymes, be able 
to talk about familiar books, 

and be able to tell a long 
story. 

Build a pretend nest together 
Flamingo  game•Skip, hop, 
stand on one leg and hold a 
pose for a game  

 

E eggs 
Non fiction books about ducks 
write labels for the eggs Write 

some letters accurately. 

 eggs 
Make comparisons between 
objects relating to weight  
Ordering number eggs and 
spot missing egg Link 
numerals and amounts 

Feathers Use all their senses 
in hands-on exploration of 

natural materials. 
Reviewing our plant growing  

Looking at nests 
Observing birds around us 

Bird hide Talk about what 
they see, using a wide 
vocabulary. 

 

Bird painting and feather collage 
Andy Goldsworthy nest art outside 
 

5 
5/7 

Animals 
everywhere 

Shark story- what does squid 
do?Develop appropriate ways of 

being assertive 
Talk about your favourite animal 

– why do you like them? 

 
Vocab fins, tail, fur feathers, 
claws,pouch male female 
Use a wider range of 
vocabulary.  

 

Animal statues Skip, hop, stand 
on one leg and hold a pose for a 
game  
Zigzag patterns -shark Use a 
comfortable grip with good 
control when holding pens and 
pencils. 

f 
Monkey do 

Clarabella the crocodile 
commotion in the ocean- 

rhyme 

5 little monkeys  Show ‘finger 
numbers’ up to 5.  

Noah’s ark- pairing up Solve 
real world mathematical 

problems with numbers up to 
5. 

Animals around the world  
Know that there are different 

countries in the world and 
talk about the differences 
they have experienced or 

seen in photos. 

Noah’s ark story and song- draw on 
whiteboards Respond to what they 
have heard, expressing their thoughts 
and feelings 

Painting favourite animal 

6 
12/7 

Animals 
everywhere 

Preparing for Reception 
Meeting new teacher Become 
more outgoing with unfamiliar 
people, in the safe context of 
their setting. 
 

Noah’s ark playUse talk to 
organise themselves and 
their play: “Let’s go on a 
bus... you sit there... I’ll be 
the driver.” 

 

Animal dance 
remember sequences and 

patterns of movements which 
are related to music and 

rhythm. 

U/ r 
Elephant and the 6 blind men 

story Engage in extended 
conversations about stories, 

learning new vocabulary. 

Elephant songs one elephant 
went out to play  

Animal count- make chart 
Experiment with their own 
symbols and marks as well as 
numerals.  

 

Explore collections of 
materials with similar and/or 
different properties. 

 

Own animal art Develop their own 
ideas and then decide which materials 
to use to express them.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWepfJ-8XU0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWepfJ-8XU0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNK6Bf0xwF0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNK6Bf0xwF0


 

 


