
  

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                          1st October 2021 

WOODLANDS TRIP: The Y6 children and accompanying staff are having a brilliant time in Wales. They have 

been caving, canoeing, mountain walking, orienteering and high rope climbing amongst other exciting 

activities. Mrs Powell and I drove down to join them on Wednesday afternoon. We arrived in time to meet 

the groups coming back from their adventures – muddy, wet and beaming! It was lovely hearing their news 

and tales of bravery. We had dinner with them in the evening and enjoyed a delicious meal of chicken or 

vegetable curry, rice and papadams followed by jam sponge and custard. The group are leaving 

Woodlands at 3pm and so should be back around 6pm. I would like to thank the staff who accompanied this 

trip. Not only have they left their own families but they have also participated in all of the outdoor 

activities – and, like the children, have been working outside of their comfort zones. The staff are: Mr Laurie, 

Miss Golden, Miss McGuire, Mrs Chaundy, Mrs Merrett and Mrs Hargreaves Hands – thank you all so very 

much!  

LION CLASS ASSEMBLY: This morning we took another step on our road to ‘normality’ by inviting parents in 

to watch an assembly. It was so good to welcome parents back and to let them hear all about what their 

child has been learning in school. This assembly was extra special as it was the first one since March 2020 

and Lion Class rose to the challenge. They sang a very catchy Stone Age song to the tune of, ‘We Will Rock 

You’, challenged their parents to compete against them in balancing and throwing activities and told us 

what they have been learning in science and literacy. It was most enjoyable! My thanks go to Mr Cox and 

Mrs Devaney for all their hard work with the class.  

FSU NEWS: In Reception this week we have continued our Bread topic. We have made our own bread rolls 

and realised that we needed to be really strong to kneed the dough. We learned that the yeast makes the 

dough grow bigger and bigger and bigger. Our bread rolls were delicious. On Tuesday we had our first story 

and games morning. It was lovely to see so many parents, and the children really enjoyed themselves. They 

can't wait for the next one. This week in Ducklings our mini topic has been "Our Hands".  We have found 

lots of things we can do with our hands, including using our fingers to mix up our topping for our apple and 

blackberry crumble.  We enjoyed Parent's Book share on Monday and the children asked if we could do it 

again. Thank you all for coming 

 

Performance Stage in the Reception Garden    

We have a new performance stage in the Reception garden. The children have really enjoyed performing 

songs, dances and plays this week and we have plans to further develop this area with costumes and props. 

The gazebo was kindly donated by Mrs Lynne Dunford as she is relocating. As this was built by her late 

husband she wanted the Gazebo to be put to good use by someone else. We will certainly enjoy it and would 

like to express our thanks to Mrs Dunford for her generosity.  Ms K.Rainer, FSU Lead 

 



 

PHONICS WORKSHOP: On Thursday we delivered a phonics workshop to parents with children in Reception 

and KS1. We showed them how to support their children in letters and sounds and the parents fed back that 

this information would be invaluable to them when helping their children at home. Mrs M.Ward & Ms K. 

Rainer 

Y6 ASSEMBLY: Next Friday at 9am the Y6 classes will be putting on their Woodlands Assembly. Please come 

and join us if you have a child in this year group. Refreshments will be served at the end.  

INTERNATIONAL WEEK: I am delighted to announce that International Week will be returning for the 
week beginning 18th October. The whole school theme this year will be ‘Africa’. The International Week 
planning committee have worked hard to source and put together an exciting array of African activities:  
 

• Peter Chand, the international storyteller is returning to engage the children with age 
old tales from Africa.   
• The popular Google handsets will transport the children to the African plains.  
• Andy’s Musical Roadshow will have the children creating African beats on a variety of 
instruments.  
• The children will learn how to play the marimba.  
• An African dancer will teach them an authentic African dance.  
• They will visit a Moroccan Café and sample the delights of mint tea, tagine and dates  
 

In addition to learning about Africa with these activities, each year group will be studying a country. The 
teachers are busy planning an interesting programme of activities to immerse the children in the culture of 
their chosen country. Our wonderful dance teacher, Andrea Law, will teach each class a dance native to the 
country that they are studying. The week will culminate with the World Food market on the Friday morning 
where the children will get to taste foods from around the world. We ask that children dress in the colours 
of the flag of country they have been studying on Friday. The countries are:  
 

• Nursery - The Netherlands  
• Reception – Spain  
• Year 1 – Australia  
• Year2 – Russia  
• Year3 – Germany  
• Year4 – Austria  
• Year5 – Canada  
• Y6 – Kenya   
 

Countries represented in our World Food Market:  
 

ZIMBABWE  GERMANY  KENYA  

MEXICO  AUSTRIA  BELGIUM  

AUSTRALIA  WALES  JAMAICA  

SPAIN  SCOTLAND  SOUTH AFRICA  

SRI LANKA  SYRIA  INDIA  

RUSSIA  CANADA  TURKEY  

  
Off-timetable weeks such as these enrich the curriculum for the children and give them opportunities that 
they will never forget. Unfortunately, it is not possible for the school to finance this event 
without support, and we are asking for contributions of £12 per child or £20 per family to help to cover the 
costs. Payment can be made via ParentPay, and I thank you in advance for your support of what promises 
to be an interesting and exciting week for the children.  
 
COVID UPDATE: We have had 13 positive cases in children and 1 in a member of staff this week. Please do 
not send your child into school if they have any COVID symptoms – a new cough, a temperature or a loss of 
sense of smell or taste.  



  
BOOK FAIR: We will be holding a Book Fair from Thursday 7th October until Tuesday 12th October in the ICT 
Suite after school. Please come along and look at the selection of books on offer. The school receives a 
voucher to buy books depending on the amount spent, which will enable us to buy a range of new books to 
enhance our curriculum. This year as well as accepting cash payments we will also be using an online 
payment method, please see attached flyer. Please be aware that the entry and exit point to the ICT Suite 
is located at the front of the school and will be signposted, please do not enter through the hall where other 
activities are taking place. 
 
GOVERNOR NEWS: At our Full Governing Body meeting last week some big changes took place. Sophie Hill, 

our chair of governors since July 2016 retired from her position as chair and as governor in order to move 

on to pastures new. Sophie’s children have now both left King’s Meadow and Sophie has moved on to the 

board of a Multi Academy Trust. We would like to thank Sophie for her service to the governing board over 

the years – she will certainly be missed! In the position of chair of governors we now have Laura Lewis and 

Valerie Laing acting as co-chairs. Laura and Valerie have both been on the board since Summer 2019 and 

are keen to share the role and lead the board. We have also co-opted a new governor on to the board, 

Margaret Lloyd. Margaret has recently retired from an independent school in North Oxford as Deputy Head, 

formerly Head of Maths; and prior to teaching she was a project manager and brings with her significant IT 

knowledge. We are delighted to welcome Margaret to our board. Laura Lewis & Valerie Laing, Co-Chairs of 

Governors 

MACMILLAN CAKE SALE: I'm sure you have all spotted a new poster on our classroom windows this week. 

I'm delighted to say we will be having a bake sale to raise money for Macmillan cancer support. On Friday 

8th October, at the end of the school day at 3.10pm, there will be a range of sweet treats to purchase in the 

quad. As always, these fundraisers would not be possible without the support from our staff, parents and 

children. Therefore, if you would like to donate a sweet treat such as: cupcakes, brownies, flapjacks, cookies, 

doughnuts etc we would be so grateful. Could we please ask that your donations are able to be sold 

individually and there are no whole cakes, in order to keep the crowd moving. If you would like to get 

involved in this worthy cause, please pop your delicious donations into Wing A in the morning on the way 

to the playground. And just a reminder, please remember that we are a nut free school! Thank you 

PERMISSION FORMS: We have now sent out the annual student update and permission forms to all year 

groups, thank you to those parents who have already returned them. If you are yet to complete this for your 

child, please update any information that may have changed and return the form in your child’s book bag 

as soon as possible. 

 

Have a lovely weekend 

 
Mrs L Daulton 

Headteacher 


