
  

 

 

 

  

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                         9th September 2022 

QUEEN ELIZABETH II: It was with great sadness that we learned of the Queen’s death yesterday. She has been 

the only monarch that all of us have known, and we all just expected that she would go on forever. The timing 

of her passing is poignant – at the end of the last term we were celebrating her Platinum Jubilee and at the start 

of this one we are mourning her death. We held an assembly this morning to look back on pictures of her long 

and fascinating life. I will keep you updated of any announcements that may affect the school, as a bank holiday 

is anticipated to mark the sovereign’s funeral. 

WELCOME BACK: Welcome back to the new school year. The children all look refreshed and very smart in their 

school uniforms. The teachers have planned an exciting and busy term for the pupils and everyone is raring to 

go. 

FLOOD: The storm on Monday night resulted in the Reception classes and the staff room being flooded. The 

Reception team worked tirelessly on Tuesday to ensure that the classes were ready to welcome the new starters 

on Wednesday – and what a great job they did. The staff room was the worst affected and it will be some time 

before it can be used again. I would like to thank the Reception team, Mr Chambers and Mrs Hargreaves-Hands 

for all their work on Tuesday to sort out the mess. 

DATES FOR THE TERM AHEAD: Please find attached the dates for the term ahead. It is hoped that with advanced 

warning, most of you will be able to join us at the events.  

COST OF LIVING RISE: With the rising cost of living I appreciate that many families will feel the pinch. As a 

school, we can help in a number of ways. For example we can set up payment plans for school trips and / or can 

help with the cost. We can provide vouchers for the local food bank and can give details of local charities that 

can offer assistance. Please do not sit alone and worry, come and see if the school can help in any way. If you 

need to discuss financial pressures then please email, call or pop into the school office and we can discuss a 

way forward. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS AND PUPIL PREMIUM: In addition to the Universal Free School Meal Scheme that is 

applicable to all children from Reception up to Year 2, some pupils (Reception – Year 6) may also be eligible for 

Free School Meals. For these children, the school will receive additional funding to support them. This scheme 

is open for pupils in families who are in receipt of a number of benefits including: Job Seekers Allowance, Income 

Support, Child Tax Credit, Universal Credit and a number of other benefits. If you are unsure whether your 

family may qualify, further information can be found here https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals .We 

can use this funding in different ways to help your child to improve their attainment. If you think you meet the 

criteria and would like to make an application then please complete the attached form and return this to the 

school office (paper copies available on request). During the application process you will be required to provide 

your name, date of birth, National Insurance Number and information for each child you are applying for. The 

school office will be more than happy to advise and help with any enquiries. Please be assured that all 

applications will be treated with the utmost confidence. 

PE UNIFORM: Pupils are not allowed to wear branded tops or bottoms for PE. The policy states that children 

should wear a plain white t- shirt or a navy KMS top with blue or black shorts. In cooler weather they can wear 

plain black or navy tracksuit bottoms and tops. Their school sweatshirts can be worn as part of their PE kit. 

There is spare PE kit in school and children who are not in the correct clothing will be asked to change into it. I 

thank you in advance for your support. Please see attached policy. 

 



 
 
 
FSU NEWS: It has been wonderful to welcome the new Reception children this week. They have been busy 
making new friends, finding their way around the classrooms and learning new routines. We have been 
impressed with how well they have already been settling. K Rainer FSU leader 
 

50 Things to do before you are 5: This app is free to download and offers 50 low-cost and no-cost activities, 

designed to promote early language development, as well as encourage parent-child interaction. The app 

contains information, guidance and supporting resources for parents/ carers, and also lists local events and 

activities across Oxfordshire. We would highly recommend that you take a look. 

https://oxfordshire.50thingstodo.org/app/os#!/welcome 

READING: King's Meadow School have implemented a new reading reward system and have sent out banded 

books to all children. The school's expectation is that all children read 4 times per week and at least 24 times 

per short term. An adult's signature is required every time a child reads, and the reading diary needs to be in 

school daily for extra rewards. With this in mind, the children who reach the target of 24 reads within the short 

term will be rewarded with an EXTRA FUN TIME FRIDAY. Mrs M. Ward, Assistant Head. 

PHONICS WORKSHOP: Mrs Ward will be hosting a Little Wandle Letters & Sounds Phonics Workshop on 

Wednesday 21st September at 1.30pm in Wing A (this will be signposted on the day). This workshop will allow 

us to share with you how we teach reading and phonics in school, and ways in which you can work with us to 

support your child at home. It is for parents of Reception and Y1 children only. If you wish to attend, we ask 

that you email the school office by Friday 16th September. Those that are unable to attend will find useful 

resources on the school website. Mrs M. Ward Assistant Head. 

NURSERY: On Monday our Nursery children, the Ducklings, will be joining us. This week the Nursery staff have 

been making home visits to get to know the children ahead of their start. I am very much looking forward to 

meeting them all. 

JEANS FOR GENES FUNDRAISER: This month it is Jeans for Genes awareness week starting Monday 19th 

September. Jeans for Genes Day is a nationwide fundraiser. The charity's mission is to support families and 

children with birth defects or incurable genetic diseases such as muscular dystrophy, cystic fibrosis, and sickle 

cell anaemia. On Friday 23rd September, we would like to encourage the children to wear jeans to school and 

to make a donation towards this worthy cause. The children will continue to wear their school 

jumpers/cardigans on this day.  

MEDICATIONS IN SCHOOL: If your child has a need for regular medications in school, including inhalers, we 

would like to remind you to check that these have not exceeded their expiry date. New ‘Administering of 

Medication’ forms are required annually even if the medication or dosage has not changed. This form can be 

located on the school website or paper copies are available from the school office.  

https://kings-meadow.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Administration-of-Medicine-Form.pdf 

 

ABSENCE REPORTING: We would like to remind parents that all absences, where known in advance, should be 

requested on an ‘Absence Request Form’. The form can be located on the school website or alternatively a 

paper copy can be obtained from the school office. If your child is unable to come to school due to illness please 

remember to report the absence either by e-mail or by leaving a voicemail on the answerphone. Please include 

your child’s name, class and details of the symptoms that they are experiencing as well as when they will return 

if known. Other than when the school are aware of sickness and the 48 hour rule applies, please remember to 

contact the school on every subsequent day of absence. We thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

https://oxfordshire.50thingstodo.org/app/os#!/welcome
https://kings-meadow.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Administration-of-Medicine-Form.pdf


 

PE DAYS TERM 1:  Please see below a reminder of this terms PE days: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES: As you will be aware, our programme of after school clubs are due to start on 

Monday 19th September (please refer to club programme for specific dates). As there are a few places remaining 

in some clubs we have decided to leave the booking system open until 9am on Wednesday 14th September. If 

the payment item is no longer showing on your ParentPay account, then this indicates that the particular club 

is full. Please note that NO After School Activities will be running next week other than KS2 Homework club. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS: On behalf of the governors we would like to welcome parents 

and children back to the new academic year which we are sure will be a successful and enriching one. We are 

pleased to report that we have two vacancies for parent governors becoming available this term, and would 

like to invite parents and carers to consider nominating themselves or another for the position. Being a parent 

governor is an extremely rewarding role which makes a real difference to the school in a strategic manner. 

Please do consider making a nominaton (forms will follow on Monday) and do not hesitate to contact the 

governors by email at governors@kings-meadow.oxon.sch.uk should you have any queries or want to discuss 

what being a governor involves. The deadline for receiving nomination forms is Monday 26th September at 

3pm.Laura Lewis & Valerie Laing, Co-Chairs of Governors. 

IN SCHOOL THIS WEEK: 

• On Monday the staff had training in White Rose Maths. The behaviour policy was discussed. 

• On Tuesday most of the staff had training in Phonics and Safeguarding. Some members of staff had 

First Aid training off site. 

• Today the International Week Team had their first meeting to discuss this term’s International Week. 

 
ATTENDANCE: The attendance for the school this week was 96.85% The class that achieved the highest 
attendance this week was Eagle class with 100% attendance, well done to Eagle Class. 
 

Bluebird: 98.33% Yellow Wagtail: 98.33% 

Red Kite: 95.00% Puffin: 95.00% 

Kingfisher: 97.78% Swan: 93.33% 

Flamingo: 96.67% Giraffe: 96.11% 

Lion: 98.81% Eagle: 100.00% 

Penguin: 95.68% Leopard: 97.62% 

Snowy Owl: 98.85% Dolphin: 98.85% 

Elephant: 93.10%  

 

Have a lovely weekend 

 
Mrs L Daulton 

Headteacher 

Year  Term 1 PE days  

Year 1  Monday and Friday  

Year 2  Thursday and Friday  

Year 3  Wednesday and Thursday  

Year 4  Wednesday and Thursday (Swimming) 

Year 5  Tuesday and Thursday (Swimming) 

Year 6  Monday and Friday  


