
  

 

 

  

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                              14th October 2022 

RECEPTION HARVEST FESTIVAL: The Reception children treated us to a very enjoyable Harvest Festival on 

Wednesday morning. The ‘Aah’ factor was in abundance as they sang and danced their way through the 

assembly. My thanks go to Ms Rainer, Miss Nicholls, Mrs Fowler, Mrs Holt, Mrs Upton, Miss Kilby and Mr 

Hankins for all their hard work with the performance. 

Y5 ASSEMBLY: A huge well done to the Y5 classes for their fantastic assembly this morning. It was a real harvest 

celebration! They performed a series of sketches that were interspersed with songs. The children delivered 

their lines expertly and sang with gusto. My thanks go to Miss McGuire, Ms Scott, Mrs Chaundy and Mrs Morgan 

for all their hard work with the classes. 

KS1 PLAYGROUND: Lining up on the KS1 playground in the morning is becoming problematic. The issue is that 

many parents are joining the lines with their children. We ask that once your child has joined the line, and their 

teacher is present, that you leave the playground. I thank you in advance for your support with this. 

HOMEWORK CLUB: The homework clubs continue to be very successful and are over subscribed each week. 

We love the fact that the children are so eager to crack on with their homework! However, an expectation has 

occurred that all homework will be completed at the club. At times, this is just not possible and children still 

need to tackle their homework at home. 

BIRTHDAY SWEETS: Children enjoy bringing sweets into school to share with their classmates to celebrate their 

birthdays. However, this is becoming increasingly difficult for the school to manage. Problems have arisen over 

food preferences, allergies, insufficient quantities of sweets being sent in, parents becoming upset because 

their child has been given a sweet without permission and so on. Going forward we ask that parents give the 

sweets out in the playground at the end of the day. The staff will no longer be accepting goodies to be given 

out. I thank you for your support with this. 

FSU NEWS: Our focus, this week, in Reception has been Diwali. We started the week by listening to the story of 
Rama and Sita. The children were fascinated by the ten headed demon, Ravana and the monkey king, Hanuman. 
Having read lots of different versions of the story, one element remains the same, good always conquers evil. 
We have learned how Hindus celebrate Diwali and compared this to other celebrations such as birthdays or 
Christmas. As Diwali is a festival of light the children have created their own diva lights, using clay.  
 
In Nursery this week our topic has been "My food".  We have been talking about food we like and have focused 
particularly on fruit. Children brought in their favourite fruit from home, and we have been doing lots of cross 
curricular work using the collection- sorting, describing, comparing, painting, counting and tasting. We had a 
delicious fruit salad today and it was really popular.  The wow moment this week was cutting open Bowen's 
watermelon and finding an incredible swirling pattern inside. Ms K.Rainer, FSU Coordinator 
 
 

                                                           
                                                          



 

 

READING REWARD: Well done to all the children that managed to read the equivalent of 4 times per week 

this term and thank you to all the parents that have engaged with their child's reading and signed their 

diaries. The children are very excited about their EXTRA FUN TIME FRIDAY this term. Mrs M Ward 

SPORTS NEWS: Well done to all of those that went to the Cross Country on Thursday. Results will be out at the 

start of next week and will follow in next week’s newsletter. Mr S.Roberts, PE Coordinator 

MACMILLAN CAKE SALE: Thank you to all those that supported the MacMillan Cake Sale on Monday, we will 

let you know how much we raised next week. 

INTERNATIONAL WEEK: Next week we will be holding our annual International Week. As in previous years 

each year group will study a country. Alongside this the children will be participating in workshops throughout 

the week. These include Steel Drumming, Bollywood Dancing, a German Experience, a French Café, traditional 

dances from their country of study, Morris Dancing and the very popular Food Tasting  Morning. The kitchen 

have produced a fabulous menu reflecting the countries of study, offering dishes from Greece, Brazil, Japan, 

Italy and The Netherlands. The children are going to have an exciting and interesting week. 

The countries being studied are: 

Nursery – The Netherlands 

Reception – Italy 

Y1 - Australia 

Y2 – Japan 

Y3 – Greece 

Y4 – Peru 

Y5 – Brazil 

Y6 – Kenya 

Next Friday we ask that the children come to school dressed in the colours of the flag that they are studying. 

We also invite you in on that day at 3.10pm to view the International Week showcase in the classrooms. The 

total cost of this week is £7000 and the PTA are kindly donating £2500 towards it. We are asking parents to 

make a voluntary contribution of £9 per child or £16 per family for the week. If there are insufficient payments 

made, then some of the activities may not be able to go ahead as planned. Thank you to those who have already 

made their contributions, payments can still be made via ParentPay. Please note that these contributions are 

to pay for the workshops and the food tasting morning and does not cover the cost of the children’s lunches 

next week. Thank you 

 

PARENTS’ EVENINGS: On Monday and Tuesday we will be holding parents’ information evenings. This is an 

opportunity for you to meet your child’s teacher, hear how they have settled in to their new year group and 

pick up tips on how best to support your child at home. Education is very much a partnership between home 

and school and we hope that every parent will attend.The governors will be running a coffee bar and asking you 

to fill in a short questionnaire regarding reading. I look forward to seeing you all next week. 

BABY NEWS: I am delighted to report that Mr Cox became a father for the second time this week. On Tuesday 

morning Joshua John Cox was born. Both mother and baby are doing well. I am sure you all join with me in 

congratulating Mr and Mrs Cox and their daughter, Emily on the new addition to their family. Mr Knights is 

covering Elephant class for the two week paternity leave period. 

I am also pleased to report that Mrs Woodward is expecting her third child in the spring term. I am sure you all 

join with me in wishing the Woodward family the very best on this exciting news. 

 

 



 
 
IN SCHOOL THIS WEEK: 

• On Monday Mr Laurie and Miss McGuire attended Educational Visits Coordinator training in Witney 

• On Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning the Nursery invited parents in for a book share 

• On Thursday afternoon Mrs Ward and Mrs Fowler led Family Links Training 

 

ATTENDANCE: The attendance for the school this week was 95.97% The class that achieved the highest 
attendance this week was Elephant class with 99.31% attendance, well done to Elephant Class. 
 

Bluebird: 98.00% Yellow Wagtail: 93.50% 

Red Kite: 86.00% Puffin: 93.33% 

Kingfisher: 90.00% Swan: 95.67% 

Flamingo: 98.97% Giraffe: 97.24% 

Lion: 97.59% Eagle: 99.26% 

Penguin: 96.28% Leopard: 96.21% 

Snowy Owl: 96.90% Dolphin: 98.85% 

Elephant: 99.31%  

 
MESSAGE FROM CHAIR OF GOVERNORS: We are pleased to report that we have welcomed two new governors 

on to our board this term. Firstly we welcomed Annabel Williams as an elected parent governor, Annabel is a 

clinical psychologist working in paediatrics and brings a great deal of knowledge with her around mental health. 

Secondly we appointed Betony Harbottle as a co-opted governor, Betony is an assistant headteacher with two 

young children and brings a great deal of educational knowledge to the board.  

We do have an upcoming vacancy for an additional parent governor with further information to follow, if this 

interests you please do not hesitate to contact the governing body at governors@kings-meadow.oxon.sch.uk. 

Laura Lewis & Valerie Laing, co-chairs of governors. 

CANCELLATION OF AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES: Due to events in school, some of the after-school activities that 

would normally take place will not be going ahead next week (w/c 17.10.22). The affected clubs are as follows:  

Monday: Games Galore 

Tuesday: Colouring Club, Drawing Club, Woodland Activities, Cycling Club (now finished) 

Thursday: Homework Club (KS2) & Digital Leaders 

Friday: Homework Club (Years 1 & 2), Art Club, Table Tennis 

All other clubs will be going ahead as planned. Please refer to the After School Activity Programme which can 

be located on the school website. If your child would usually attend one of these clubs, please arrange to collect 

them at 3.10 as usual next week. All clubs will resume after half term. 

SCHOOL LUNCH MENU: We have been advised by our catering company, that there has been a delay in putting 

together the new lunch menu. We will therefore be continuing after half term with the current menu. Week 

commencing 31st October 2022 will begin on week 2 of the menu. 

BICESTER BABY BANK APPEAL: This year King's Meadow School is supporting Bicester Baby Bank's 

Christmas Gift bag appeal. We are asking families to donate a gift bag containing a pair of new pyjamas, a 

new book and a selection box. These bags will be donated to those families in need within our community. 

Please can you indicate on the gift bag the age and gender of the child and drop them into the school office 

by Friday 25th November. Mrs M. Ward 
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WAC BOOKING FORMS: Wrap around care booking forms for Term 2 are now available on the website. 

PTA CHRISTMAS CARDS: If you have not yet ordered your child’s Christmas Cards, please remember that 
the deadline to order is midnight on Monday October 17th.Please be aware that this year, the company 
we have always used has changed its ordering system, and you will now need to order direct with Class 
Fundraising, and not with the PTA. Please visit approve.myfundraisinghub.com to place your order, using 
the two unique codes shown on your child's design sheet. Here you will be able to amend any errors (for 
example if your child's name is spelt incorrectly), place your order and pay online. Your orders will be 
delivered to the school for free in time for you to post to friends and family. Please do not try to order via 
the PTA Events booking page or hand in any orders to school as you may have previously done.  

MESSAGE FROM BICESTER FOODBANK: We are delighted to share that the Open Doors Café is coming to 
Bicester from 14th October 2022, turning surplus food into tasty meals for everyone. Launched by the 
Bicester Food Bank, the new pop-up café will offer a different three-course menu every week. Meals will 
be made primarily with in-date food donated by Oxfordshire businesses that would otherwise have gone 
to waste, freshly prepared and served by a group of local volunteers. We’d love you to come along and 
support us, and spread the word in your communities. 

Who is the café for? - It’s for everyone. We’d like people struggling to pay for nutritious food to feel 
welcome to come along for a tasty meal. We also want everyone to feel they can come along and join us 
whenever they’d like. This is an inclusive café for the whole community. 

When is the café open and where can I find it? - Every Friday from 12pm-1.30pm at the Methodist Church 
on Sheep Street, Bicester. 

How does it work? - Just come along and choose one or more courses from our weekly three-course meal, 
and pay what you feel the meal is worth. We’ll put all the funds back into making the café better for 
everyone. 

Where will the food come from? - Most of the ingredients for the weekly menu will be sourced from the 
Oxford Food Hub, Oxfordshire’s main distribution centre for surplus food. 

We hope to see you soon and please don’t hesitate to get in touch with any questions. 
 
PTA DISCO: Tonight the PTA are running discos for KS1 ( 6-7pm) and KS2 (7.15 – 8.30pm). I hope that the 

children have a great time. 

 
Have a lovely weekend 

 
Mrs L Daulton 

Headteacher 


