
Prosody at 
King’s Meadow 
Primary School

Developing fluent and expressive 
readers.



Prosody...what is it?

It is the 
patterns of 
rhythm and 
sound used 
in poetry

It is the patterns we 
stress and the 

intonation 
in language

It is how
my voice 
help us 

understand 
more about 

what I’m 
reading?

It is how I use my 
voice to properly 

communicate how 
this character feels?



Why is 
reading 

with 
Prosody 

important?



or



What does Prosody look 
like in the Early Years?



Prosody in Action
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Prosody Years 1 and 2 Poetry





A Bell Named Ben

At rest inside a golden tower,

A giant bell awaits the hour.

Tick-TOCK, tick-TOCK. The clock marks 
time.

Ding DONG, ding DONG. The small bells 
chime.

Then, at the hour, a hammer pounds.

The bell lets loose with wondrous sounds

That ring and echo, loud and long.

The song of Big Ben...

BONNNG!

BONNNG!

BONNNG!



Prosody: Years 3 & 4

What?

Develop prosody skills to read for meaning through:

• Expression and volume 
• Phrasing and smoothness 
• Pace 

How?

• Teacher modelling
• Paired reading aloud, teacher feedback and self-correction (mirror 

at home)
• Analyse an extract
• Rehearse, changing meaning



Knowledge of 
context and 
character 

Speech

Phrasing –
pausing and pace 

Emphasis – italics 



Prosody: Year 5 & 6 

Use intonation.Vary the pace. Use different 
volumes.

Consider rhythm 
and sound.

Emphasising key 
words.

Facial expressions.

Pitch.



Hooray, hooray!
It is a snow day, 

We will get to play the day away.. 

He rushed along with his coat wrapped tight,
He peered left and right, hoping he’d be alright
It was a dangerous, cold and miserable night.

“Where do you think you’re going?” Mrs Tenant 
barked.

“I’m sorry ma’am,” Rosie replied as she shrunk back 
into the dark corner. . 

Hooray, hooray!
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He peered left and right, hoping he’d be alright
It was a dangerous, cold and miserable night.

“Where do you think you’re going?” Mrs Tenant 
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Dinosaurs lived millions of years ago and 
occupied every continent.

The Great Fire of London was a major inferno that swept 
through central London from Sunday 2 September to 
Thursday 6 September 1666,gutting the medieval City of 
London inside the old Roman city wall, while also extending 
past the wall to the west.



Please have a look at the 
resources about developing 
prosody that we’ve put 
around the room. 
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