Reception Curriculum Newsletter

Autumn Term 2024

Welcome

A warm welcome to you all. We hope that all the children soon feel settled at King’s
Meadow and we have been very impressed that the majority of the children are
trying to be independent. Thank you for accessing Tapestry over the summer and for
your lovely comments.

Throughout the year, we will be covering the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
curriculum and this term our theme is ‘All About Me and Autumn’.

Within this we also have several mini topics:

All about me, Bread, Diwali, Autumn, People who help us and Christmas. You can find
out more on our Medium-Term plans on the school website. In addition, we also
supplement our planning with activities linked to the children’s own interests.

Prime Areas

e Personal, Social and Emotional development: creating our ‘Good Choices’ which
includes the expected behaviour in the setting. Learning how to look after our
classrooms and the garden.

e Communication and Languagde: developing our speaking and listening skills in
circle time games and learning the names of the other children in our classes.
Joining in with the repetition of text in stories and rhymes in small groups.

e Physical development: learning the importance of hand washing throughout the
day as well as shack time and lunch time. Moving freely and safely in the hall
and outside areas, while having an awareness of others. Following the safety
instructions regarding the climbing frame and hall equipment. Learning how to
use the woodwork table safely.

Specific Areas

e Literacy: Reading: reciting traditional poems and rhymes in small groups.
Exploring environmental sounds. Playing with rhyme and alliteration. Learning
initial letter sounds.

Writing: having the confidence to make marks, use known letters from their
name and use their phonic knowledge to write initial sounds in words.

e Mathematics: focusing on 1-5, then 1-10.

Matching quantities to numbers, sorting objects into sets and recognising one
more or less. Data handling and creating patterns. Recognising 2D shapes.
Comparing sizes and lengths.

e Understanding the world: Celebrating birthdays, Diwali (Hindu festival of light)
and Christmas. Making bread and tasting bread from around the world. Picking
produce from our garden such as blackberries and making crumble. Watching a
pumpkin decay. Recognising Autumn and the changes in the weather.

Learning about the people who help us in our local community.



e Expressive arts and design: learning traditional songs. Creating textured self-
portraits, making observational drawings, designhing wrapping paper, our FS
Nativity show. Large scale group projects. Mendi patterns and exploring clay.

Phonics

Our Phonics teaching follows the synthetic phonics scheme ‘Little Wandle’

In Phase 1, children learn to discriminate sounds, including environmental, musical,
body percussion and voice sounds. At this stage in children’s development, rhythm,
rhyme, and alliteration are very important, so do please read lots of Nursery Rhymes
at home. However, the main focus of our work in school this term will be Phase 2, In
Phase 2 the children will learn the sounds which match single letters and some
digraphs (two letters, one sound) and begin to blend them together to read high
frequency words. The sounds will be taught in this order:

Term 1

1)satp 2)inmd 3)gock 4)ckeur
5)hibf

Term 2

Dff Uss j 2)Vwxy 3)zzz qu 4) sh th ng nk

5) words with s (sounds s and words ending s (sounds z)

In addition the children will be taught the ‘tricky words’ — is Il the put pull full as
and has his her go no to into she push he of we me be throughout the term.

Reading

In term 1 the children will have the opportunity to take home a school Library book
which they can keep for a week. Please read with your child as often as you can as
this will support them in learning phonic sounds and tricky words as well as
continuing to develop a love of books. We will give the children a reading diary so
you can record when you read and they can move along the reading challenge. More
information will be provided via Tapestry.

In Term 2, we will begin sending home reading books. We will nhot be changing
reading books daily as it is important to read the book more than once so that the
children can work on both decoding the words and developing understanding of the
story. There will be more information on this inside their reading diary. We will also
use the diary to share sounds/words we would like the children to practice, so please
look out for them.

Library

Each week the children will visit the school library to choose a book which they
keep for the week. It is really important that these books are in your child’s book
bag on their Library Day so that they can choose a new book. Our Library sessions
are:

Thursday — Bluebirds

Friday — Red Kites



Supporting you through Tapestry

As a school we like to work as closely as possible with you to develop your child’s
learning. One way that we will be doing this will be to demonstrate how we teach
our phonics sounds, methods that we use in maths sessions, amongst other
activities so that this can be practised and developed further at home.

Physical Development

In Reception the children do not require a PE kit, we just request that rather than
wearing tights with skirts or dresses, the children either wear just socks or leggings
and socks, allowing easy removal for PE in bare feet.

Both classes will do PE on Wednesday each week.

Wonderful Woodland

Once the children have settled, we will begin our Wonderful Woodland sessions.
These will be weekly whatever the weather and your child will require appropriate
clothing. It is essential that the children have arms and legs covered and have
appropriate footwear.

Woodlands will take place on Monday for both classes

Contacting your child’s teacher

Tapestry does not alert us to your messages, and we cannot guarantee that they
will be seen that day or even the following day, therefore this is not an effective
way of contacting your child’s teacher. If you have any concerns, please contact the
school office by phone or email and request a call back from your child’s teacher.
You do not need to give a reason for your request if you prefer not to. This system
ensures a prompt response and resolution to your concerns.

Voluntary Contributions

We have lots of cooking, food tasting and other activities which require consumable
resources; therefore, we would appreciate a small contribution of 60p a week to
support this. This can be paid via parent pay either as one lump sum or termly.
Parents new to KMS will have already received their parent pay logins this week
along with information on setting up their account.



