Music development plan summary for King’s Meadow
School, Bicester

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24.
Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from
academic year 2024-25.

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out
how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-
curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the
national plan for music education:

e timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year
for key stages 1 to 3

e access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice

e a school choir or vocal ensemble

e a school ensemble, band or group

e space for rehearsals and individual practice

e atermly school performance

e opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year
and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership
with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the
school with music provision.

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along
with this text box.

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2024-25
Date this summary was published October 2024
Date this summary will be reviewed September 25
Name of the school music lead Helena Scott and Claire
Spearman
Name of school leadership team member with Lindsay Daulton
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub Oxfordshire Music Hub



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/

Name of other music education organisation(s) Musical Box
(if partnership in place) Music for schools

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

At KMS we follow the National Curriculum for Music delivered through high quality
lessons and Music is woven through the life of King’s Meadow School.

Where possible, we align our Music teaching with topic work. Our plans ensure that

all children develop key skills and knowledge involving composing, performing, singing,
listening and musical history in context. We revisit these areas throughout the key
stages to aid children’s progression in learning and musicality.

We select the most appropriate parts of a published scheme to supplement our
lessons. These include Sing Up, Music Express and BBC Ten Pieces.

Lessons make reference to the interrelated dimensions of music (IRDM) which include
pitch, duration, tempo, texture, timbre, structure, dynamics. Four of the year groups are
taught or supported by one of our Music Leads. Assessment takes place within the
lesson time where children are given instant feedback, or during the process of
preparing for performances.

Children learn how to play the recorder from the Summer term in Year 3. This
continues into Year 4 and is revisited at times in Upper KS2. From Year 4, children are
introduced to staff notation and have opportunities to read and write simple music. In
lessons children are also taught to play glockenspiel and play a wide variety of untuned
percussion.

Each week the school gathers for a 30 minute singing and music assembly led by the
music leads. During these sessions children listen and respond to a range of different
musical genres. Children learn how to express themselves musically, consolidating
their use and knowledge of the IRDM.




Dancing is a key part of the culture at KMS. Children have lessons from Reception to
Year 6 with a dance specialist which really contributes to their musicality including
rhythm and appreciation of different music genres.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

We have opportunities to have instrument tuition. Musical Box currently teach piano,
guitar and drums at KMS. Music for Schools teach recorder, flute, curved head flute
and mini saxophone. Children entitled to Pupil Premium are offered this service free
from year 5. Instruments are hired through the music provider. Children can sign up for
lessons at any time, but often sign-up following demonstrations assemblies from the
visiting providers.

We have a large choir available from year 3 upwards which meet weekly for 20
minutes to practice within school time. They have numerous opportunities to perform.

At KMS we have an ensemble group (available from year 2-6.) Children learning an
instrument are encouraged to come and play their instrument in the group, and others
are welcome to come and use percussion instruments. Children eligible for Pupil
Premium can access this for free. Others are charged at £3 a week. This takes place
for an hour after school in the Nursery where there is a piano for accompaniment. In
addition to singing assemblies and our Extravaganzas, the group perform at special
services such as Harvest, Christmas and Easter.

Part C. Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

All pupils at KMS get to perform music during the many shows and assemblies which
we have. Every class performs at least two class assemblies a year to parents and the
school. These include a song, and often have percussive accompaniments too. We
also have many shows each year at our school. Separate nativities are performed by
Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Each year group at KS2 perform a special
play or service once a year. Currently, these are Easter for year 3, a show for year 4.
Harvest for year 5, Leavers play for year 6.
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KMS has a whole school weekly singing assembly which usually includes
accompaniment by the music ensemble. This time is led by our 2 piano- playing music
leads.

We have three Musical Extravaganzas throughout the year where children who are
having music lessons get to perform and inspire the rest of the school.

Our choir and ensemble perform at our Extravaganzas and other school events, such
as Carol concerts, Easter services, Choir also performs a set to the public at the school
fayre each summer and Christmas.

We also attend the annual massed choir event called “Festival of Voices” set at
Dorchester Abbey, taking 30 children from the choir in the summer. The event is
organised by NAPE, which we are paid members of.

We feel that it is important to model the joy of singing to our pupils, so we have had a
staff choir for the past five years. Each Christmas we perform to the school at our
Service in church.

Every year we have a whole-school International Week which is off timetable and
enriches our pupils including in the Arts, Music from other cultures is a theme during
this week and pupils participate in inspiring workshops. In the past, these have
included, Marimba, Steel Drum, African Drumming, Gamelan, Indian and Chinese
Sounds Road Show.

The whole school from years R-6 attend a live pantomime performance each
Christmas, travelling together to the theatre by coach. Children eligible for Pupil
Premium are paid for by the school.

Our school operates a buddy system and Reception and year 6 often get together to
sing together in the Christmas term, which is performed to the rest of the school.

We |have weekly carols around the piano before school during the Christmas season
which we open to the wider community.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

This year a room for peripatetic teaching of music and instrument storage is in the
process of being converted and furnished. This will also provide a practice space for

pupils.
We are purchasing a class set of African drums for use by the school.

We are keen to make links with our secondary schools and hope to invite some of their
music pupils to play or compose alongside our children.




Last year, we had a composer, Lucy McPhee working in our school, and we plan to
keep links with her and have her sharing some more of her compositions with the
school.

We have received a grant of £350 from NAPE to contribute towards an outside music
area which we will install this academic year.

We want to further develop opportunities for visiting musicians to perform and inspire
our pupils.

We would like to signpost our pupils who learn lessons in school towards county music
groups.

We plan to develop the use of music technology.

We have planned staff CPD through staff meetings for this year to support non-
specialist teachers.

Further information (optional)

Use this space to provide any further information about your school’s music
development plan, including links to your local music hub partners, other local music
education organisations and contacts.

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how
they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for
support beyond the school.

Your local music hub should also have a local plan for music education in place from
September 2024 that should include useful information.

If your school is part of a multi-academy trust with a trust-wide music development
plan, you may also want to include a link to any published information on this plan.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/MusicEducationHubs#section-1

