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Welcome   
A warm welcome back after the Christmas break. We hope that you have all had a 

good rest. We also hope that the children are now ready for lots of exciting home 

learning. We shall continue to be covering the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

curriculum. This term our theme is ‘Learning through Stories”. 

 

   
 

This is made up of mini-topics which you can find on our Medium-Term plans on the 

school website. Throughout the year, we supplement our planning with the 

children’s own interests. Here is an outline of some of the areas we will be covering: 

 

Prime Areas 
Personal, Social and Emotional development: Looking at good choices through 

characters in stories. 

• The Rainbow Fish –seeing the importance of beauty within/sharing 

• The fish who could wish- teasing (is this kind?) 

• The Bear and the Scary Night 

• The Tiger Who Came to tea- Good and bad choices. Showing resilience  

 

Communication and Language:  

• Asking questions using who, what, where, when, why 

• Retelling stories 

• Expressing our opinions 

 

Physical development: 

• PE- ball skills- passing, throwing, kicking, batting, aiming, catching 
• Following instructions. Learning how to use the woodwork table safely 

• Fine-motor skills- cutting paper chips, making sandwiches, whisking 

scrambled egg 

 

 

 

 



Specific Areas 
Literacy: Here are some of the books which we will be covering: The fish who could 

wish, The Rainbow Fish, Commotion in the Ocean, Where’s my Teddy, Whatever 

Next, The Bear and the Scary Night, Can’t you Sleep Little Bear, Chinese New Year 

story, The Tiger Skin Rug, The Tiger Who Came to Tea. 

Writing- We are working on writing simple sentences by segmenting (breaking 

sounds up in words). Please support your child at home by working on finger spacing 

between words, Capital letters at the beginning of a sentence and a full stop at the 

end of a sentence. 

Mathematics:  

Our group time Mathematics will continue to follow White Rose and Mastery of 

Number schemes and within our continuous provision the children will have the 

opportunity to develop these concepts.   

• Composition and comparison of number to 5  

• Bears- sizing, sorting, weighing 

• Chinese New Year – ordinal numbers 

• Tiger stripes- number problems/ counting 

• Pancakes/sandwiches- halves and quarters 

 

Understanding the world 

• Fish stories- examining and handling real fish- observing scales and bones 

• Bear and the Scary Night- light and dark/fear/nocturnal animals/people who 

work at night 

• Lunar New Year- cooking noodles, food tasting and discussing changes 

• Tiger Skin Rug- Indian traditional buildings and clothing/animal prints and 

patterns 

• Tiger who Came to Tea- past and present- comparing changes in lifestyles 
 

Physical Development 

 

Opportunities to develop gross motor skills will be available during our outside play 

and Woodland Sessions.  

This term to support fine motor skills we will be starting Pen Disco each week. We 

will be focusing more on pen grip and fluidity of pen movement.  

 
Expressive Arts and Design  

• Observational drawing of fish using tin foil, glue and paint 

• Observational drawing of our own bears 

• Design and make a palace, after comparing palaces in different countries 

• Learning bear songs  

• Using sound making objects and/or instruments to accompany stories, 

soundscapes, and creating rhythms.  

• Lunar New Year – dragon and lion dancing using our own dragon and 

accompanying this would instruments.  

• Preparing the Easter Assembly  
 

 



Phonics  
The main focus of our work in school this term will be Phase 3, In Phase 3 the 

children will learn more digraphs (two letters, one sound) and some trigraphs (three 

letters one sound) The sounds will be taught in this order:   

Term 3 

1. ai ee igh oa ] 

2. Oo oo ar or  

3. ur ow oi ear  

4. air er  

5. Sounds with double letters  
 

In addition the children will be taught the ‘tricky words’ – was you they my by all 

are sure pure  

 

In term 4 we will be revising all previously taught sounds and spellings of tricky 

words.  

 

 

Reading  
The children are now reading regularly in school, during our practice reading 

sessions, which focus on decoding, prosody (reading with expression) and 

comprehension. In addition, we will continue to send a book home each week, which 

we would like you to read several times with your child to develop fluency.  

 

Supporting you through Tapestry 
As a school we like to work as closely as possible with you to develop your child’s 

learning. One way that we will be doing this will be to demonstrate how we teach 

our phonics sounds, methods that we use in maths sessions, amongst other 

activities so that this can be practised and developed further at home.  

 

 

Wonderful Woodland  
Wonderful Woodlands will continue to be on a Monday. As in the Autumn term we will 

go to the woods in all weathers, so please ensure your child has their arms and legs 

covered and has the appropriate clothing. If the weather is significantly cold or wet 

we may decide not to go or shorted the session, however we will make these decision 

on the day and your child does need to be prepared for this activity.  

 

Contacting your child’s teacher  
Tapestry does not alert us to your messages, and we cannot guarantee that they 

will be seen that day or even the following day, therefore this is not an effective 

way of contacting your child’s teacher. If you have any concerns, please contact the 

school office by phone or email and request a call back from your child’s teacher. 

You do not need to give a reason for your request if you prefer not to. This system 

ensures a prompt response and resolution to your concerns.  

 

 



Voluntary Contributions 
We have lots of cooking, food tasting and other activities which require consumable 

resources; therefore, we would appreciate a small contribution of 60p a week to 

support this. This can be paid via parent pay at any point in the year.  

 

 

 

 


